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Chlorine Residual and Coliform Data 
There were no positive coliform samples in
purveyor areas during February 2006.  Average
chlorine residual concentrations in the purveyor
distribution systems ranged from 0.3 to 1.1 mg/L,
with an overall average of 0.9 mg/L. The target
chlorine residual at the Tolt Treatment facility is
1.5 mg/L and the Cedar target residual is 1.4
mg/L.   There have been very few samples with
chlorine less than 0.2 mg/L and no positive 
HPC samples.

Taste and Odor
The taste and odor panel is meeting every other
week. Samples are rated on a scale from 1 to 9,
with 1 representing the best and 9 representing 
the worst. The taste and odor flavor rating
assessment (FRA) for the Cedar supply (Lake
Youngs treated) samples in February were 1.6 
and 1.8.  The two Tolt supply results were 1. and
1.3 with a slight chlorinous taste.  If you would
like to receive a weekly update of the taste and
odor panel results, please e-mail Moya Joubert 
at moya.joubert@seattle.gov .  

The spring algae bloom appears to have peaked in
Lake Youngs in mid March.  The algae have not
been affecting the taste, but may cause an
increase in filter clogging calls.

Stage 2 Disinfection By-Products Rule
Each water system that purchases water from
Seattle will be required to develop an Initial
Distribution System Evaluation plan and submit it
to EPA by October 1, 2006.  Systems can choose
to do either one year of DBP monitoring or a
system specific study using a hydraulic model.
Systems that purchase water through a contract
with Seattle will have the cost of the DBP analyses
covered as part of the rates.  However, because of
the significant sampling requirements of the IDSE,
sample collection will be the purveyors
responsibility.  IDSE sampling will likely begin in
the 2nd or 3rd quarter of 2007.  

There are many guidance documents from EPA 
to help systems develop these plans.  These are
available at http://www.epa.gov/OGWDW/
disinfection/stage2/compliance.html.  Wendy
Marshall at EPA Region 10 will be reviewing and
approving the IDSE plans.  If you have any
questions, please contact her at
marshall.wendy@epa.gov or phone at 
206-553-1890.  SPU will be working with our
purveyors over the next six months on plan items
such as scheduling and water quality data
analysis.  Lynn Kirby will be the main point of
contact for Stage 2 DBP rule for SPU. 

SPU Contact:  Wylie Harper, 206 684-7880 or
Lynn Kirby, 206 684-0216.
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On the web at http://www.savingwater.org

Scope Set for Youth Ed Web Page Makeover
Work is progressing on the revision of the Youth
Education Web Page.  Based on ideas contained
in exemplary sites from Nevada and Texas, a scope
of work is being defined that will be more accessible
and attractive for use by K-12 age students.
Existing graphics will be used including the ever-
popular Bert the Salmon and Phil Dumpster
characters to help users navigate the site.
Students will be able to select pages appropriate
to their age group with activities and information.
These will be broken out in  K-2, 3-6, 7-12 grade
age ranges.  This first phase of the revision will
incorporate materials that exist on the present
youth web page.  New activities and information
are planned to be added in phases over the next
two years.  Extensive student usability tests are
planned to ensure that the content is appealing
and useful.   If all goes well, work should be done
in time for the summer promotion of the popular
Waterbusters game.  Existing teacher and parent
information will remain unchanged and accessible
on the Saving Water web page.
CONTACT:  Mike Mercer   (206) 684-0570  

Harnessing Spring Gardening Fever for
Conservation
Spring is not only a time of plant growth, but is
also the busiest time for plant and garden supply
sales.  Several partnerships will tap into this
gardening energy and encourage customers to
make choices that conserve water, improve soil
and reduce pesticides and fertilizers.  SWP will
support the regional Northwest Natural Yard Days
program which provides discounted products at
retail locations through- out King County from 
April 15 - May 15. 

In conjunction with Yard Days, SWP will host the
Savvy Gardener series with classes at six nurseries.
The Savvy classes will continue after Yard Days
ends with two classes hosted at a Shoreline
designer’s garden and a hands-on drip irrigation
class at a public Seattle demonstration garden.
SWP is also teaming up with Woodinville Water
District on April 22nd to offer 8 free lectures from
gardening celebrities such as Ciscoe Morris and
Marianne Binetti.  For a list of Northwest Natural
Yard Days retailers, go to www.yarddays.com.
Visit www.savingwater.org after April 1st for the
full Savvy Gardener class series.
CONTACT:  Liz Fikejs, (206) 615-0516

COMMERCIAL
Wholesale Customer Business Brochures 
A new brochure for Seattle business customers is
now available. The brochure lists environmental
services and incentives, including water
conservation programs. Staff would like to
develop a brochure for wholesale customers to 
use that is completely water focused.  Wholesale
conservation representatives should be prepared
to participate in the next quarterly conservation
meeting to discuss this issue and how best to
proceed. Copies of the new Seattle brochure will
be distributed at the April 18th meeting.
CONTACT: Arece Hampton (206) 733-9137

http://www.savingwater.org
www.yarddays.com
http://www.savingwater.org


hydroelectric facilities on the Cedar River without
incurring liability under the federal Endangered
Species Act. The permits were based on the City’s
Cedar River Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), in
which the City agreed to maintain specific water
levels (in-stream flows) for the benefit of fish, plus
a variety of other conservation measures.

In 2003, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe challenged
the federal permits on the grounds they did not
assure sufficient water for fish. The city, the tribe,
and the federal agencies agreed to mediate the
dispute. In the course of that mediation they
succeeded in resolving additional ongoing treaty
disputes—including the effect of the city’s
operations on fish runs; and tribal hunting access
to the Cedar River Watershed, for ceremonial and
subsistence purposes.

In a letter transmitting the proposed agreement to
the City Council, Nickels said the plan consists of
three basic parts: in-stream flows; funding for fish
and wildlife; and access for the tribe to the watershed
to exercise its treaty rights of hunting and
gathering. Highlights of the agreement include:

◆ Guaranteed in-stream flows for fish in perpetuity.

◆ Certainty for Cedar River water supply and
system operations. 

◆ Protocols supporting the exercise of rights the  
tribe reserved under treaties.

◆ Cooperative plan for wildlife management.

◆ Ten-year wildlife research program.

◆ Protection of water quality for the region.

◆ Continuing water conservation efforts.

◆ Creation of a city-tribe framework to resolve  
future issues.

The City Council is expected to act on the
proposed settlement by mid-May.
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CURRENT EVENTS
City of Seattle, Muckleshoot

Tribe Reach Historic
Cedar River Agreement.
Pact guarantees water
flows for fish in
perpetuity, and certainty

for region’s water supply. 

Following 26 months of talks
on unresolved issues, the City of Seattle and the
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe have reached agreement
on a plan that insures long-term benefits for fish
and wildlife in the Cedar River.

The historic pact—which must be approved by the
City Council, the Muckleshoot Tribal Council and
the federal district court—settles both a 2003
federal lawsuit over Seattle’s withdrawal of water
from the Cedar River, and a longstanding tribal
claim over declining fish runs in the Cedar
River/Lake Washington Basin.  The agreement
provides certainty for the region’s water quality
and quantity and a cooperative relationship
between the city and the tribe.

“This long-overdue agreement puts things right
between the city and the tribe,” Seattle Mayor
Greg Nickels said. “It’s a plan that’s great for
salmon, great for our regional drinking water
supply, and great for Seattle’s already-strong
relationship with the Muckleshoots.”

“We applaud the Muckleshoot Tribe and the City
of Seattle for working together on this agreement
to provide water for salmon as well as for people
and communities,” said Jay Manning, director of
the Washington State Department of Ecology.
“Negotiating this settlement is a positive step.”

In 2000, the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service
and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service issued permits
allowing the City to operate its water supply and
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Lisa Espinosa, Wholesale Contracts Manager
Seattle Public Utilities, Customer Service Branch
700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2777 
PO Box 34027
Seattle, WA 98124-4027

For name or address changes or corrections, 
please contact Lisa Espinosa at (206) 684-7936 
or Lisa.Espinosa@Seattle.Gov

Cedar River Watershed Institute 2006 Catalog
Now Available
Friends of the Cedar River Watershed and Seattle
Public Utilities have teamed up to create the Cedar
River Watershed Institute, your source of fun and
educational adult and family programming based
at the Cedar River Watershed Education Center in
North Bend, WA.  Programs range from bird
watching and archaeological field trips into the
protected Watershed to lectures on water quality
and wildlife habitat issues.  

For a copy of the 2006 CRWI program catalog,
call Friends of the Cedar River Watershed at (206)
297-8141, or visit their web-site to download a
copy at:
http://www.cedarriver.org/about/documents/
CRWI2006CAT2.pdf . 

To stay up-to-date on happenings in and related
to the Watershed, sign up for a free e-newsletter at
http://www.cedarriver.org/news/newsletter.shtml 

http://www.cedarriver.org/about/documents/CRWI2006CAT2.pdf
http://www.cedarriver.org/news/newsletter.shtml

